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1. Summary Statement

Stourton Caundle is a thriving village thanks to the go -ahead attitude of its
people. Over the years, w e have had many groups anddedicated individuals
contributing to make it what it is today . Given this background, some may consider a
Parish Plan to be an unnecessary burden. However, we ask you to take a look at this
document, maybe dip into it from time to time to see if therei s there anything which
catches your eye or interest?

In particular, we would like to draw your attention to the issues which have been
identified in putting together the document  (Section 6) along with the proposed Action
Plan (Section 7), which is designed to add to our success as a community in the future.
If you have any views then do make them known and they will be taken into account in
future updates since our Action Plan is not set in tablet s of stone but is instead a living
document which will adap t to the changes that will no doubt arise in the future.

2. Background to our Plan

The government launched the concept of the Parish Plan in a Rural White Paper,
0Our Countryside 0 The Futureé p u b | i 2900 & @ncaourage local communities to be
more involved with, and have more control over their own affairs and lives. This
document is Stourton Caundle's response to this initiative , much of which is based on
the results from the village questionnaire sent to every household in 2008 . Local views
expressed in relevant parts of the document may be taken into account in future
planning decisions.

The initiative for the plan has come from the Parish Council and the present
document is a first draft. We propose to distribute this draft amongst the various
village-based organizations, groups and other interested parties so that further
responses can be gleaned. Onceresponses have been received, these will be
incorporated in the document and a presentation will be made at a Village Meeting to
which everyone will be invited. If further changes are required then these will be made
before the finished document is published and distributed. A copy will be lodged on the
Dorset for you website - North Dorset parish plans can be found at:

http://www.dorsetforyou.co  m/index.jsp?articleid=330488
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3. Parish of Stourton Caundle

The parish occupies some 2,004 acres of land in the Blackmore Vale region of
North Dorset extending over most of the area shown in the map ( courtesy of the
Ordnance Survey) apart from the corner regions. Heights range from the lowest point
(54 metre s above sea level) on Caundle Brook at Warr Bridge to 150 metres (492 ft) at
the summit of Holt Hill - a height range of 96 metres (315 ft). As can be seen, no main
roads passthrough the parish and so the maintenance of the various roads and lanes are

the responsibility of the local council. ~ The nearest town is that of Stalbridge located
about 4 km northwards of the village . The nearest large town is Sherborne some 8 km
eastwards as the crow flies. Being sited between the A357, the A3030 and the A30 main
roads, some light vehicles use the route through the village as a short -cut. Situated
almost equidistant between the Bristol Channel and the English Channel, the climate
tends to be relatively dry, with light winds and more sunny than the UK average.




